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An account of a vegetable Wax from 
Bruiil; by William Thomas Brande, 
F K.S. from the Philosophical 
Transactions of the Royal society of 
London. 

The vegetable wax described in 
this paper was given to the president 
by Lord Grenville, with a wish on 
the part of his Lordship that its pro- 
perties should be investigated, 
in the hope that it might prove an 
useful substitute for bees wax, and 
constitute, in due time, a new article 
of commerce between the Brazils awl 
this country. 

It was transmitted to Lord Gren- 
ville from Rio de Janeiro, by the 
comte de Galveas, as a new article 
lately brought to that city from the 
northernmost parts of the Brazilian 
dominions, the capiteneas of Rio 
Grande and Seara, between the lati- 
tudes of three and seven degrees north > 
it is said to be the production of a 
tree of slow growth, called by the 
native Cunutuba, which also produces 
a gum used as food for men, and ano- 
ther substance employed for fatten- 
ing poultry. 

When the comte wrote to Lord 
Grenville in July last, orders had 
been sent to the governors of toe 
districts where it grows, requiring 
them to report more particularly on 
the nature and qualities of this inte- 
resting tree : we may therefore hope 
that information will soon be ob- 
tained, whether the article can be 
procured in abundance, and at a rea- 
sonable price \ in which case it will 
become a valuable addition to the 
comforts of mankind, by reducing 
the price and improving the quality 
of candles, flambeaux, &c. 

The article, in the state in which it 
was sent, resembles much that des- 
cribed by Humboldt as the produce 
ol the C'eroxylou Audicola ; but it 
is not likely to be the same, as Hum- 
boldt's wax is collected from a state- 
ly palm-tree, which grows on the 
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high mountains from 900 to 1450 
toises above the level of the sea, and 
on the edge of the regions of per- 
petual snow. On the other hand, 
the Brazilian plant is described as 
a slow-growing tree, but not as large 
one, and there are no high mountains 
delineated in the most accurate and 
recent maps of the capiteneas where 
it is found. But a more decisive ar- 
gument against (heir indentity is the 
analysis of Vauquelin, published by 



Horrfboldt, which shows that the pro- 
duce of the Ceroxylon consists of two- 
thirds resin and only one-third wax ; 
but the Brasilian article is entirely 
wax, and affords not the smallest trace 
of resin. The Brazilian plant, how- 
ever, was entirely unknown to Hum- 
boldt; for it appears from his book, 
that M. Correa had informed him 
thata palm, called Carnaubahy the 
natives of Brazil, produced wax from 
its leaves. 
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